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How to Protect Your Property Portfolio Kevin Ross from Brown Turner Ross Solicitors Discusses
In yesterday’s Metro there was a report of squatters entering unoccupied properties in the belief that they are protected by rights deeply entrenched in English Law. One of the most recent high profile stories involved at least 12 people people who have occupied Guy Ritchie’s £6million town house in one of London’s most prestigious residential areas.

Many Landlords and property developers throughout the country have had to deal with the problems caused by squatters entering their properties. To have them removed and regain possession of the property can incur huge costs and take a long time. The overall cost of regaining possession of the property will not only involve legal costs because sadly, repairing damage caused to the property while it has been unlawfully occupied, can add thousands of pounds to the final bill.

There are very occasional examples of squatters actually improving the condition of a property. One such example was highlighted in November 2010: a derelict property which had previously been a fly tipping hot spot, was completely renovated by squatters who unlawfully occupied it. In reality, these examples are very few and far between. People who are squatting in residential or commercial property have entered and occupied it illegally and contrary to popular belief, it is relatively simple to remove them.

The first step a property developer or, someone who is renovating an unoccupied property can take, so as to avoid having to deal with squatters, is to ensure that the property is properly secured and cannot be entered when work is not being carried out. It sounds simple enough but in many cases squatters were able to enter properties far too easily because they had not been properly and effectively secured.

However, if you are unfortunate enough to find that your property has been entered by squatters it is imperative that you follow the correct procedure. Although squatters have entered the property illegally they do have the basic rights of a “person in occupation.” If a Landlord fails to follow correct procedures he runs the risk of prosecution and a claim for damages for harassment and unlawful eviction.

To regain possession of the property is relatively simple as long as a property owner gets legal advice from a specialist Solicitor who will guide him through the process ensuring that his rights are enforced. The process, if followed properly, can see possession of the property restored to its owner sooner than you might think.

For more information please call Brown Turner Ross on 0151 236 2233 or log on to www.brownturner.co.uk
Editor Notes:

A little about Brown Turner Ross…
· Brown Turner Ross is a Merseyside-based law firm with offices in Liverpool and Southport. The company launched in 2008 when Southport based Brown Turner merged with the Liverpool Firm, Malcolm Ross. 
· Brown Turner Ross has over 120 years of established law practice experience both locally and nationally. Approachable, friendly, forward thinking and modern, Brown Turner Ross is a law firm with a difference. 
· Proud of its history dating back over 120 years Brown Turner Ross provides a comprehensive range of legal services to individuals and business clients throughout England & Wales

· Approachable, friendly, forward thinking and embracing cutting edge technology Brown Turner Ross aims to provide a personal service to clients providing expert advice communicated clearly and simply

· As a law firm offering a personal touch, clients at Brown Turner Ross get the benefit of dealing directly with Partners on a one-to-one basis.
· The Company specialises in the following areas

· Family Law

· Trusts, Probate and Wills

· Residential Conveyancing

· Crime

· Commercial Property

· Company and Commercial

· Dispute Resolution

· Employment Law

· Personal Injury

· Road Traffic Accident Claims

For further information please contact Jayne Moore, Director on 0151 707 0427 / 077773 846962 or email jayne@agentmarketing.co.uk
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