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Is Now the Time For Pre-Nups to be Legal?
Opinion by Samantha Bushell, Partner at Brown Turner Ross
A blissful marriage is what we all aim for however; in reality is sadly not always the case. In the UK, one in three marriages ends in divorce, with settlements concluding after months of negotiations and appearances in court. As shared assets are split and if there are children involved; lengthy negotiations over custody, visitation rights and maintenance payments, can add to the length a divorce settlement.
Given this time of austerity; surely it is time the law courts take another look Prenuptial Agreements (pre-nups) with the aim of making them legal? As the law currently exists in the UK, pre-nups have no legal standing and the judgement of the divorce court dictates a settlement. Yet, for short marriages with no children, separating shared assets to the requirements set out before the marriage, could take less time to conclude. Also, given the reforms of the Legal Aid system in the UK, making pre-nups legal is one way to reduce the burden on the public purse.
The way has already been paved for the pre-nups to become legal. A case in October 2010, saw the recognition of a couple’s pre-nup during their divorce settlement. The High Court Judge presiding suggested that in certain situations, an agreement of this kind can have decisive and compelling weight. Many see a pre-nup as a ‘get out of jail free’ card as the commitment made in a marriage is supposed to be for life. Yet, with the divorce rate of the UK being one of the highest in Europe, failing marriages are a reality. In comparison to lengthy divorces, a pre-nup might be a better alternative, not only for the people directly involved in the divorce but for the family and friends of both parties. 

Ends.   

Editor Notes:

A little about Brown Turner Ross…
· Brown Turner Ross is a Merseyside-based law firm with offices in Liverpool and Southport. The company launched in 2008 after a merger between Liverpool firm, Malcolm J Ross and Southport firm, Brown Turner. 

· Brown Turner Ross has over 120 years of established law practice experience both locally and nationally. Approachable, friendly, forward thinking and modern, Brown Turner Ross is a law firm with a difference. 

· As a law firm offering a personal touch, clients at Brown Turner Ross get the benefit of dealing directly with Partners on a one-to-one basis.
· The firm specialises in the following areas for both individuals and businesses:

· Family Law

· Property and Conveyancing 

· Commercial 

· Residential

· Employment 
· Civil litigation 
· Crime 

· Trusts, Probates and Wills

· Commercial Litigation 
· General Litigation 
· Personal Injury 
· To arrange interviews or to request any further information or visuals, please contact 

· Jayne Moore, Director on 0151 707 0427 / 0777 384 6962 or email jayne@agentmarketing.co.uk
· Darren McLeod, PR Assistant on 0151 707 0427 / 07920 774 395 or email darren@agentmarketing.co.uk
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