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David Bushell, Senior Partner At North West Based Law Firm Brown Turner Ross Comments On The Ruling That Will Change The Face Of A Traditional Saturday Kick Off

Although we all now need a fixture list linked to which ever form of electronic or traditional diary we prefer to use to keep track of when our favourite football team is playing; one thing has remained sacrosanct: games that kick off at 3pm on Saturday afternoon cannot be shown live on TV. After the recent EU ruling, even that may be about to change.

An EU legal adviser has ruled that broadcasters cannot stop customers using cheaper foreign satellite equipment to watch Premier League football. The non binding decision from Advocate Juliane Kokott of the European Court of Justice has confirmed that a block breached EU laws.

Karen Murphy, a Portsmouth Pub landlady has unwittingly become the central figure in this near revolution of football broadcasting by arguing that she should be allowed to show 3pm kick offs in the Premier League by using Greek decoders.

Sky & ESPN have the rights to broadcast Premier League football in the UK. The European Court of Justice will make a final ruling on the issue later this year. Judges normally follow the guidance given by their Advocate.

The case has been about whether a rights holder such as the Premier League can license its product on a country by country basis. Having this right has encouraged Sky to pump billions into top flight football since the Premier League was founded in 1992.

Karen Murphy had been convicted for using the cheaper Greek satellite system to show Premier League football in her pub. She had to pay nearly £8,000 in fines & costs after Enforcers working on behalf of Football Association Premier League Ltd brought the prosecution.

Very little is sacred in Football these days but we have always known that if a game kicks off at 3pm on a Saturday the only way to see it live is to go to the ground. Now all that could change and this could have serious financial implications for all premier League Clubs especially those who already have financial problems to resolve. It all hinges on the complex issue of Intellectual Property: can and should the EU allow a single European Market view to change this previously non negotiable issue? If this is upheld by the European Court then the implications for football clubs are not only serious but we could also see changes in how we enjoy music & cinema. Intellectual Property issues are complex issues and something we specialise in at Brown Turner Ross but as a football fan myself I hope this Ruling is overturned to protect the beautiful game.
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Editor Notes:

A little about Brown Turner Ross…
· Brown Turner Ross is a Merseyside-based law firm with offices in Liverpool and Southport. The company launched in 2008 when Southport based Brown Turner merged with the Liverpool Firm, Malcolm Ross. 
· Brown Turner Ross has over 120 years of established law practice experience both locally and nationally. Approachable, friendly, forward thinking and modern, Brown Turner Ross is a law firm with a difference. 
· Brown Turner Ross provides a comprehensive range of legal services to individuals and business clients throughout England & Wales

· Approachable, friendly, forward thinking and embracing cutting edge technology Brown Turner Ross aims to provide a personal service to clients providing expert advice communicated clearly and simply

· As a law firm offering a personal touch, clients at Brown Turner Ross get the benefit of dealing directly with Partners on a one-to-one basis.
· The Company specialises in the following areas

· Family Law

· Trusts, Probate and Wills

· Residential Conveyancing

· Crime

· Commercial Property

· Company and Commercial

· Dispute Resolution

· Employment Law

· Personal Injury

· Road Traffic Accident Claims
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