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Don’t Get Caught Short with a Change In the Law
Septic tanks are not the most glamorous of topics when considering moving into, building or renovating a property. Yet, as Kevin Ross, Head of Conveyancing and Property Law at Brown Turner Ross Solicitors explains, they are soon to become a very important part of any developer’s project plan, or for those buying or selling a property:
“Mortgages are still difficult to secure these days as many lenders have had to vastly reduce their exposure to people with bad credit. As such, whether buying or selling a house, people need to make sure the documentation mortgage lenders ask for is up to date and complies with current regulations. One which many may overlook is the regulations regarding septic tanks. 
“Septic tanks may not seem very relevant to people living in urban areas, but there are over a million of them in Britain with around two and a half million homes connected to them. And as property developers continue to build estates in suburban areas, they are becoming a more popular way of dealing with waste, when compared to plumbing vast housing complexes into the sewer and water treatment networks.

“Previously, local authorities were unlikely to take action against a property owner if they did not have competition certificates from their builder, ensuring the installed tanks met current building regulations. However, the law is set to change meaning many people who have not got the appropriate documentation may find themselves in great difficulties should they wish to buy or sell a property.
“As of January 1st 2012, all septic tanks in the UK will need to be registered. People trying to sell or buy a property with an unregistered septic tank or those who are unable to provide the correct documentation will find that mortgage lenders will not release the funds to complete the transaction. Even if a property owner does not wish to sell a property with an unregistered septic tank, they may find it difficult to buy insurance for the property if the correct permit is not readily available. The change in the law also gives local authorities new powers to conduct environmental searches of the areas surrounding properties with unregistered septic tanks which the property owners may be liable for the cost.
“The advice here is very simple. If you own a property, domestic or commercial, that has or is having a septic tank installed; make sure the building contractor issues you with all the correct permits or exemptions which will be issued by the Environment Agency. Any good solicitor will be able to file all the correct papers on your behalf, vastly reducing the inconvenience a property owner may experience when the new law comes into effect.”
Ends.   

Editor Notes:

A little about Brown Turner Ross…
· Brown Turner Ross is a Merseyside-based law firm with offices in Liverpool and Southport. 

· Brown Turner Ross has over 120 years of established law practice experience both locally and nationally. Approachable, friendly, forward thinking and modern, Brown Turner Ross is a law firm with a difference. 

· Brown Turner Ross provides a comprehensive range of legal services to individuals and business clients throughout England & Wales

· Approachable, friendly, forward thinking and embracing cutting edge technology Brown Turner Ross aims to provide a personal service to clients providing expert advice communicated clearly and simply

· The Company specialises in the following areas

· Family Law

· Trusts, Probate and Wills

· Residential Conveyancing

· Crime

· Commercial Property

· Company and Commercial

· Dispute Resolution

· Employment Law

· Personal Injury

· Road Traffic Accident Claims
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