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Dave Bushell Senior Partner of Brown Turner Ross Solicitors Calls For Business Owners Not To Get Caught Out By The Bribery Act.
“The Bribery Act which came into effect on July 1st 2011, has been orchestrated to put an end to the dark days of back hander’s and brown envelopes in the procurement of contracts. Yet, the way the letter of the law has been drafted, many businesses who do no more than entertain clients must also be aware of the new legislation.
“The Bribery Act puts the focus on business owners to prevent bribery by introducing a new strict liability and corporate criminal offence. If convicted, individuals and organisations face very hefty penalties with the threat of custodial sentences being very real.
“The premise of the new law is based on six guiding principles; proportionate procedure; top level commitment; risk assessment; due diligence; communication and monitoring and review, and it will be an offence for a company to accept or to solicit a bribe at home in the UK or abroad. 

“Though the brown envelope may not be the bearer of the bribe these days, Justice Secretary Ken Clarke and the Head of the Serious Fraud Office have indicated that it is most likely to be the lavish corporate hospitality and promotion expenditure which can fall foul of this law and catch out firms. 
“So the key point is a simple one, when competing for contracts, make sure you know that sending an invite to join you in your corporate box does not fall foul of the new legislation. Make sure that any corporate entertainment is reasonable and proportionate and that you have a procedure for managing and regulating this. If not, the fine incurred may be several times more than the contract you won.”
Ends.   

Editor Notes:

A little about Brown Turner Ross…
· Brown Turner Ross is a Merseyside-based law firm with offices in Liverpool and Southport. 

· Brown Turner Ross has over 120 years of established law practice experience both locally and nationally. 

· Brown Turner Ross provides a comprehensive range of legal services to individuals and business clients throughout England & Wales

· Approachable, friendly, forward thinking and embracing cutting edge technology Brown Turner Ross aims to provide a personal service to clients providing expert advice communicated clearly and simply
· The Company specialises in the following areas
· Family Law

· Trusts, Probate and Wills

· Residential Conveyancing

· Crime

· Commercial Property

· Company and Commercial

· Dispute Resolution

· Employment Law

· Personal Injury

· Road Traffic Accident Claims
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